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FSR  EXCAVATION

CONTROLS ASSOCIATED WITH THE SAFE SYSTEM OF WORK

CRITICAL CONTROLS QUESTIONS

Temporary works associated with 
excavations are effectively managed

 � I understand how to work in and around the temporary works associated 
with this excavation? 

 � Inspection have been completed daily (or within shift) or if environmental 
changes have occurred? 

A permit to manage excavations is in 
place

 � I have a permit for the excavation work I am about to do; and
 - DBYD drawings are attached
 - Overhead service permit is current 
 - You understand the emergency rescue procedures? 
 - I have been inducted into the permit by the supervisor?

The location, depth and/or height of 
services is positively identified prior to 
works commencing?   

 � I have identified all the overhead and underground services, and 
 - Services drawings are in the workpack?
 - Services have been marked out on site?
 - Location has been confirmed by non-destructive methods?

 � I have put protection in place from mechanical damage prior to starting 
work?

Excavations are controlled to effectively 
manage access, egress stability and 
traffic interactions

 � I have reviewed the design and SWMS and understand the required 
controls:
 - The excavation is appropriately benched, battered or shored as per 

temporary works design?
 - There are suitable barriers?
 - The zones of influence are clearly marked or delineated?
 - Adequate access/egress points and 
 - Traffic control is in place?

Shoring and benching/battering are in 
place as per the geotechnical design

 � I have and understand the geotechnical design?
 � I have constructed the shoring as per the design? 
 � I am monitoring or inspecting the excavation as per the SWMS?

Backfill of excavations are effectively 
managed

 � I have and understand the backfill design and SWMS requirements? 
 � Access and egress is maintained and checked? 

Use these prompts to assist you in discussing the Critical Controls for each  
fatal and severe risk and how they relate to your work area.

This FSR Field Check only contains critical controls that can be checked in the field. 
Please refer to the FSR Control Standard for the full set of critical controls.

INTENT:  To eliminate or minimise the risks of fatalities, injuries and events 
arising from excavations


